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Religious Calendar 
 

Sept 1, Thursday 
Shri Ganesh Chaturthi 

Celebration in Mandir 
 

Sept 2, Friday 
Rushi Pancha.m.i 
 

Sept 8, Thursday 
Parivartan Ekadashi 

Shri Vaman Jayanti 
 

Sept 11, Sunday 
Purnima/Anant Chaturdashi 
 

Sept 13, Tuesday 

Mahalayarambh 

Shraddh Paksh starts 
 

Sept 23, Friday 
Indira Ekadashi 
 

Sept 27, Friday 
Sarva Pitri Amas 

Shraddh Paksh concludes 
 

Sept 28, Wednesday 
Shri Sharadiya Navaratrarambh 

 

Monthly Activities  
 

Sept 2, Friday, 8-9 pm 
Vishnu Sahasranama Parayanam 

 

Monthly Bhajans 
 

Sept 9, Friday, 8-9 pm 
Pushti Mandal of Voorhees 

Contacts: 

Dhiraj Saparia (856) 287-1415 

Priti Shah (856) 467-9148 
 

Sept 16, Friday, 8-9 pm 
Satya Sai Baba of Medford 

Contacts:   

P.K. Prabhakar (856) 596-3147  

Sesha Vemuri   (856) 751-0867  
 

Sept 23, Friday, 8-9 pm 
Shree Ji Bhajan Group  

Contact:  

Urmi Upadhya (856) 424-9328 

Charu Sheth (856) 662-8754 

 

Special Prayers  
ITA has a program whereby you can have prayers performed on your behalf every year on a 

special day in your life by pledging $301. Also, at your request, Shri. Bhupendra Shuklaji will 

perform a special puja on your behalf, or the regular temple puja performed on the designated 

day will be dedicated in your name. Below are the donors for this month.  

Hudson James   Sep 01 Soni Devendra   Sep 17 

Patel Vinod N  Sep 03 Shah Nagindas & Champaben Sep 19  

Giyanani Mulchand  Sep 04 Mistry Nathu   Sep 22 

Patel Kashiben  Sep 08 Aggarwal Girish   Sep 23 

Patel Ajay   Sep 10 Doshi Kirti   Sep 23 

Kochhar Omila  Sep 14 Patel Babubhai   Sep 27 

Patel Krina   Sep 14 Patel Thakor   Sep 28 

Maheswari Arun  Sep 17     

 

 

GANESH CHATURTHI CELEBRATION  

 September 1, Thursday 

7:00 to 9:00 PM 

IN OUR MANDIR  

NAVRATRI  2011 

September 28 to October 5 

Sharad Purnima-October 8 

SEE INSERT FOR MORE  DETAILS 

PRAN-PRATISHTHA 2011 CELEBRATION  
September 18, Sunday, 1:00 PM to 9:00 PM 

Location: Berlin Hindu Mandir 

Due to public demand, ITA Board has decided to introduce this annual celebration starting 

from this year.  For this one-day celebration, our temple will  become a center of various reli-

gious  activities as outlined  in  the following Program Details: 

 Participating Yajmans will begin Pooja in main hall of temple at 1:00 PM. The Pooja of dei-

ties will end around 1:30 PM (participants are requested to be ready by 12:45 PM ) 

 Everyone present will begin Shobha Yatra around 1:45 PM from Mandir parking lot to mu-

nicipal parking and back to Mandir by 3:00 PM 

 Yajmans will again participate in a 75 minutes Yagna in the Madirôs parking lot under the 

tent from 3:15PM to 4:30PM 

 There will be small break after the Yagna where some snacks, soft drinks and tea will be 

provided. 

 Between 5:15PM to 7:15PM, prayer hall will resonate with Live Bhajans and Devotional 

Songs. 

 Program will be concluded with delicious Maha Prasad between 7:30 PM and 8:30PM 
 

 For those participating in Pooja and Yagna, ITA  requests a suggested donation of only $51.00 

per family.  For most families $51.00 is a very nominal sum and those of us who can afford it 

we are certainly encouraged to add a more generous donation in the name of this most holy 

celebration. 



 
   

 

   

 Bal-Vihar Updates  
             

            Bal-Vihar started this year on Sunday, September 26, 2010 at Cherokee High School with a record num-

ber of children participating.   With over 200 children signed up for the 2010-2011 year, the enthusiasm from both 

children and parents was evident.  Registration for the 2010-2011 year is now closed; however, a waiting list will 

be maintained.   For each of the ten sessions, children will learn not only about Hindu heritage and culture, but 

also about the various Hindu festivals.  They will partake in both yoga and Aarti as well.  As director Lata Pim-

plaskar has stated, ñBal-Vihar is the place where children make friends and learn about their heritage.  It will be 

a valuable experience and an essential ingredient to building confidence.ò     

   

            On the October 10th session, children learnt the story and significance of Navratri. Classes talked about 

the glory of Maa Durga, Maa Laxmi, and Maa Saraswati. The importance of all goddesses to achieve success in 

all that we do was emphasized.  The session concluded with lunch sponsored by Naresh and Yamini Patel, Arun 

and Sapana Patel, and Chetan and Leeta Puwar.  We thank them for their dedicated support.  

   

For the Diwali session on November 14th, 2010, each child will be individually performing a Laxmi Puja and will 

learn the meaning of this ritual.   

   

We are currently looking for lunch sponsors.  If you are interested, please contact Chetana Giyanani for more 

information:  

   

Chetana Giyanani,  Cell: (732) 322-6212 Email: giyananics@yahoo.com  

 

 

 

Senior Citizens' Program 
 Sunday November 14, 11:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (Gagan Palace) 

Thursday November 18, 6:30 p.m. to 9:15 p.m. (Temple) 

  

Our Group has been organizing the Annual & Diwali Function in November every year. This year's celebra-

tions will be held on Sunday November 14  from 11:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The venue is Gagan Palace Restau-

rant (located near  Desi Bazaar), Stratford, Phone: 627-6200. The fee is $11.00 for members. 

Mr. Bhavesh Gala and his Gunjan group have graciously offered to perform and entertain us, creating a festive 

atmosphere with their melodious songs. Our members are also expected to show their musical talents 

(instrumental, vocal) at the occasion. You will enjoy snacks and a vegetarian buffet dinner. Friends, this is 

your function so celebrate with gusto and enthusiasm.  Please join us because in the end, " It's not the years  in 

your life that count. It's the life in your years!" 

  

In the winter months of November through February, we will have only one meeting scheduled per month at 

the temple premises. A representative of the Burns Foundation will be our guest speaker on November 18; the 

topic is "Fire and Burn Prevention for Seniors". Fire accidents in homes are common in America causing enor-

mous loss of life and property. Tips on cooking safely, prevention of scald burns and injuries due to smoke  

inhalation, fire hazards and control measures will be discussed. 

  

For more information about the program, activities, and to join the senior citizens' group, please contact Suraj 

Bhan Singh, by phone: (856) 582-5035 or e-mail (sbsingh1@hotmail.com) or Narsinh N. Sangani, by phone: 

(856) 435-2128 or e-mail (nnsangani@juno.com). 

 

 

  

Condolences 

Senior Citizens' Program  

Thursday Sept. 8, 6:30 pm to 9:15 pm & Thursday Sept. 22, 6:30 pm to 9:15 pm  
 

1(a).   We have a very busy program on Sept. 8. First, Pharmacist Smt. Sonal shah and her team from Westfield Family Pharmacy 
will provide free blood glucose and blood pressure testing for seniors from 6:15 pm to 7:00 pm in the Social Hall of the Temple.  
For the glucose test, one should have no food or tea/cola etc. after 2 pm. 
  
1(b).   Then Dr. Anokhi Pahlajani, MD, Chief Resident of Dermatology, Univ. Penn., will talk about common skin problems includ-
ing dry skin, eczema, and skin cancer. She will also touch  on skin damage by sun exposure and discuss protective measures. 
  
1(c).   Smt. Sonal Shah, pharmacist, will discuss Medicare coverage of diabetic shoes/inserts. 
  
2.  On Sept. 22, Dr. Surendra Gambhir, PhD, retired Professor from University of Pennsylvania, and a renowned socio-linguist, 
will narrate a story of Indian Immigration in the Caribbean Islands including their accomplishments and what has been preserved 
or lost there culturally over the years. In addition, Dr. Gambhir will share some of his personal experiences and show photographs 
of the people of this region. 

For more information about the program, activities, and to join the group, please contact: 
Suraj Bhan Singh, by phone:856) 582-5035 or e-mail (sbsingh1@hotmail.com) or 
Narsinh N. Sangani by phone: (856) 435-2128 or e-mail (nnsangani@juno.com). 

Bal-Vihar Program 
 

ITA _Bal Vihar Program will begin on Sept 11
th

 2011. 
Time: 10:00 a.m. ï 1:00 p.m.  
Location: Cherokee High School in Marlton, NJ  
 

Teaching Vedic Heritage Giving Our Children Positive Identity!  
  

Five groups of Bal Vihar:  

 (1) Prithvi _ Pre KG for 4 years old only.  (2) Saagar _ KG and 1
st
 graders.  (3) Pavan _ 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 graders (4) 

Aakash _ 4
th
 & 5

th
 graders (5) Agni _ 6

th 
& 7

th
 graders: Principals of Hinduism. 

  

Registration will be on first come first served basis. Registration is limited to 200 children. Register your children early. There 
will be a nominal fee of $100.00 per student. The  parents must become ITA members to enroll their children. The fees include 
cost of lunches, pujas and festivals. There will be additional cost for the Annual Day. All donations are welcome.  
  

Check out our website at http://www.indiatemple.org/.  Available online are: 

BV 2011ð2012 calendar 

BV 2011ð2012 curriculum 

ITA and ITA BV membership and registration forms 
 
Online Registration at www.indiatemple.org  is highly recommended.  For more information call: Lata Pimplaskar @ 856-
985-4785 or latap@comcast.net 
  

ITA Youth Program  
The youth program will start on Sunday, September 11, 2011 at the Mandir. The sessions will be held every second and fourth 
Sundays from September to June. A new 2011-12 youth calendar will be posted soon. Please note that the new schedule will be 
from 9:45a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Also, there will be no program fee. However, each family must register for the program and be a cur-
rent ITA member. 

Online Registration on www.indiatemple.org  is highly recommended  

Ganeshbhai J Munjapara, 90, of Momroe, NJ, father of Shrimati Shantaben Antala of Voorhees, NJ, passed away on July 20, 2011. ITA and 

its Board extend their sincere condolences to the Munjapara family.  

BHAGVAT GITA CLASSES  
 

Upanishad and Bhagavat Gita classes are conducted at the temple on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, respectively, 
from 8 p.m. to 9 p,m. It is never too late to join in these classes and enjoy the group discussions, while discovering 
the secrets of these teachings, not only because they are our scriptures but also because they help our personal 
enrichment and growth. Please join in. For more information, call Sharad Pimplaskar at (856) 985-4785. 

mailto:sbsingh1@hotmail.com
mailto:nnsangani@juno.com
http://www.indiatemple.org/
http://www.indiatemple.org/
mailto:latap@comcast.net
http://www.indiatemple.org/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ITA Seva Samiti participation in President Obamaôs Initiatives with 

Hindu American Seva Charities:  
Energizing Dharmic Seva: Impacting Change in America and Abroad 

Nearly 200 Hindu Americans, including ITA Seva Samiti, youth, military and community leaders of many faiths, 

gathered on July 29 at The White House for the community briefing and the 2nd annual Hindu American Seva Chari-

ties (HASC) Conference, "Impacting Change in America and Abroad,ò an event co-sponsored by the White House 

Office of Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships. 

 

President Barack Obama supported the effort to strengthen America through community service and sent greetings to all those attending. 

Joshua DuBois, Special Assistant to the President and Executive Director, Office of Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships and repre-

sentatives from several federal agencies addressed participants on ways of engaging the faith community. Dubois remarked, ñThis, Hindu-

American gathering, is historic. We hope to bring more understanding of the government support of civic engagement.ò 

 

With over 80 youth in attendance, an important objective of the conference was to engage youth who want to contribute to their American 

dream through public service. To promote this effort, HASC had organized an essay contest for participants to write about the role their 

Hindu faith plays in service and had encouraged participants to provide specific ideas and plans to start a Seva Center in their community. 

Essay competition applicants and winners were honored with a medal at the White House briefing and were provided opportunities to share 

their seva plan during the conference. ITA congratulates our Seva Samiti Chair Smt. Lata Pimplaskar for the first winning essay on ñ How 

does your Dharma help you in works of  Sevaò. ITA will publish this essay in next edition of Satsang. 

ITA Hosts First Bal Vihar Network Conference 

On the last day of July 2011, ITA hosted the very first Bal Vihar (Sunday School for children and Youth) Network Confer-

ence.  The conference was convened to organize, unite and share information among all Bal Vihars across the country and unite 

them into a mutually supporting network.  The conference was organized, planned and moderated by the next generation of 

born-in-the-USA young Hindus, most of whom had known Shri  Dahyabhai for many years.  
   

We should all be honored that these young leaders chose ITA to host and hold their first conference. Participants in the confer-

ence were:  
ITA Bal vihar - Berlin, NJ 
Durga Temple - Washington, DC 

Mangal Mandir ς Maryland 
Hindu Mandir - El Paso, TX 
Balvihar ï Massachusetts 
Hindu-Jain Mandir - Pittsburgh, PA 
A Mandir - Dallas, TX 
Bharatiya Mandir Lansdale, PA. and 
Hindu-Jain Mandir, Allentown, PA  

  

The day-long conference started with welcome greetings by me as an ITA president.  ITAôs Bal Vihar representation was lead 

by Charuben Sheth with Chetna Giyanani and Dinesh Depani supporting. Throughout the conference, the energies and excite-

ment of youth was continuous, and there was a very lively, pleasant and intense exchange of ideas on Bal Vihar curricula, struc-

ture and operations.  The primary aim of the Network was to enhance the reach and efficacy of nationwide Bal Vihars, and en-

able our young people to learn from each other.  The following agenda items were thoroughly addressed: (1) Leveraging 

Strengths/Addressing Weaknesses; (2) Common & Uncommon Issues Facing Bal Vihars;  (3) Utilizing Technology to Enhance 

Our Programs; and (4) Collectively Improving Our Bal Vihars.  
   

It was a huge honor for ITA to host this first-of-a-kind conference and we should be most pleased that all the participants were 

extremely complimentary about the ITAôs support of their conference and willingness to ñlend a handò whenever one was 

needed. The ITAôs Board of Directors ï in turn -- wish to express its thanks to Dahyabhai, our temple trustee and past presi-

dent, and his wife Sushilaben for their incredible work in coordinating and supporting the conference and bringing honor and 

credit to our temple.  
   

The ITA board also wises to express its compliments and congratulations to the young people who were instrumental in orga-

nizing and leading this conference.  We believe that the adult Hindu population in the United States would do well to follow our 

young peopleôs lead in taking a more national and global perspective for our culture.  It is written that ñthere is much wisdom in 

the minds of children,ò and the Bal Vihar Network Conference is a premier example.  
   

Sincerely  
Rina Patel  



NEW PHONE SYSTEM  
 

We are pleased to inform all our community members that we have just implemented a new 
and modern phone system that will greatly reduce the number of òvoice-mailó responses and 
unanswered calls. Basically, the caller can call any one of the following  extensions and be 

directly connected with the appropriate program coordinator. The new phone system will go 
into effect immediately. Details are as follows:  

 
NEW TOLL FREE PHONE NUMBER FOR OUR MANDIR: 855 -MY -MANDIR (855 -696 -2634)  
 

When the primary toll -free number is reached, the caller can dial any one of the following ex-
tensions:  
 

 
 

Your Board of Trustees believes that the new system will greatly relieve much of the current 

frustration from òvoice-mailó responses and unanswered calls.  
 

****************  
 

FIRST AID KIT AND AED EQUIPMENT  
 

Your Board of Trustees has long recognized that, as our Temple expands, we must ensure that we have done 
our level best to anticipate and prepare for the number and range of medical emergencies our Temple might 
face.  This is especially true for the growing number of senior members of our temple and our senior visitors.   
 
As a consequence, the Board asked Govindbhai Modi, our Senior Group Liaison, to make a comprehensive 
analysis to determine our needs for first aid kits and for Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs).  In response, 
Govindbhai provided the Board with a superior analysis of AED options. 
 
When the board approved the purchase of the new medical equipment, Govindbhai Modi volunteered to pay 
for the new rescue and first aid equipment out of his own pocket, which was a most generous and unselfish act.  
²Ŝ ŀƭƭ ƻǿŜ ƘƛƳ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ǾƻǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜΩǎ ōŜƘŀƭŦΦ 

0 - General Inquiries 1 - Pujari Services and Facility Rental 2 ς Funeral and Emergency Services 

3 - Bal Vihar Program 4 - Youth Program 5 - Seva Samiti 

6 - Gita Study 700 - Yoga Abhyas 701 - Senior Citizens 

702 - Navratri Tickets and Information 703 - Website Assistance 

 
 

 

9/11 10th Anniversary Memorial Service 
 

Sometimes we wish we wonõt remember the fateful day that changed our lives for ever 
but all we can do is Make it Better Together ô9/11.õ 

 

Bal Vihar, Youth Group and Seva Samiti of ITA request everyone to join in  honoring of our Fire Fighters 
who keep us safe and informed.  The Memorial Ceremony will be conducted on Sunday, September 11 
at Cherokee High School in Marlton from 11:30 AM to 12:15 PM.  
 

Lunch will be served immediately after the ceremony  
 



Janmashtami Celebration Report  
 
In the evening of August 22nd devotees joyously awaited for Utsav, a celebration of Lord Krishnaôs birth!  When 

adharma is rampant Lord Vishnu answers the prayers of devotees graces us by taking birth in a form that would 

save the world! 

  

The mood was jubilant! Beautifully decorated flower canopy stood over swing- jhoola for Baby Krishna arrival. 

The swing was surrounded by the little statues of cows, pots of Tulasi, dolls of Gopis, as if entire Gokula awaited 

for Krishnaôs arrival.  

  

At 6:30 PM puja began invoking Lord Vishnuôs grace.  Purushsuktam was chanted by our priests, Shri Shuklaji 

and Smt. Ila and Shri Mahesh Dixit. After the puja, devotees couldnôt wait to sing praise of the Lord. Devotees 

sang and chanted Lord Krishnaôs name as they waited for the divine birth. Around 8:30 PM the swing was un-

veiled and with excitement people clapped and danced. Presence of two little ones, adorably decorated and dressed 

in Krishnaôs outfits stole the hearts of people making an evening even livelier. After the Aarati, devotees enjoyed 

the sumptuous Prasad leaving their hearts still chanting, ñJai, Jai Shri Krishna!ò  And with second Aarati at 10:00 

the divine singing went on till midnight transporting Berlin New Jersey into Gokula!  

 

 

 

 

 

WE, OUR CHILDREN AND OUR SENIORS NEED THIS PROJECT 

SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED 
 

PLEASE BE A GENEROUS DONOR 

PLEASE  RESPECTFULLY HONOR OUR 

VOLUNTEERSô CALLS FOR DONATIONS 
 

ITACC APPRECIATES DONATIONS RECEIVED SO FAR AND COUNTING ON  

RECEIVING PLEDGED DONATIONS AT THE EARLIEST 


